Hamidova Natalya 

Teacher of English Language in school #34

Kashkadarya Region, Karshi Town
LESSON PLAN

Name of the subject and class: This lesson plan is designed for English Language class for 7th grade students. 

Name of the lesson: Customs and Festivals of Uzbekistan and United States.

(the theme totally accords to the educational standards of Uzbekistan , it is taken from the book English matters, Unit 8, lesson 1-2 )

Lesson Goals:

Make introductions

Start conversations

Use the present simple tense with adverbs of frequency

Introduce students to the Customs and Festivals  of Uzbekistan and USA while using interactive online tools. Improve English, while learning and comparing differences/similarities of national customs and festivals in Uzbekistan as well as USA through the open discussions in class. Experience how to work with online forums and post messages. Develop oral communication skills , improve vocabulary, listening comprehension and ability to work as a team, practice formal and informal introductions.

Necessary resources
: Internet access in order to conduct online research to obtain information on customs and festivals of Uzbekistan and US. Usage of printer to print necessary information such as sources of the information,  copies of handouts are going to be used in class. A flip chart & a poster. Blackboard- to compare similarities and differences.

Pictures of national festivals.

New vocabulary and definitions:

Throughout the class usage of new words will encouraged. Students will use new words in the open discussion sessions in order to practice the proper usage in sentences. 

Custom,  Festival, joker, sweetheart, saint, frighten, lantern, trick, tread , presentation , Thanksgiving, Halloween, Christmas,  Independence Day , Navruz , Independence Day , Nation’s Defender’s Day , New Year, Remembrance 

Detailed Description of the lesson, Steps, and Timeline: 

This lesson plan is designed for two consecutive lessons (90 minute.) 

Lesson 1. Observation of social customs in USA, comparison with social customs in Uzbekistan, 

Discussion of their differences

Lesson. 2. Observation of festivals in USA and Uzbekistan, open discussion and Contrast/Comparison of the holidays

Lesson 1

Detailed Description of the lesson, Steps, and Timeline :

Step 1 – Introduce the lesson: (15 min)
Introduce the topic to the students: Customs and Festivals

Give to each student a printed copy of  the text about social customs of USA and Uzbekistan  separately. Let them read it. The information can be taken from:

http://www.fetchbook.ca/fwd topics/startFrom_3/id_2055.html - information about all USA customs

http://www.californiamall.com/holidaytraditions/traditions-america.htm - information about traditions of USA

http://www.theblendmagazine.com/holidays/ information about holidays in USA

http://corporate.iexplore.com/dmap/Uzbekistan/Dining;$sessionid$LKZZM4IAACP4AP2MN5XCFEQ - information about Uzbek food and customs of Uzbekistan

http://www.asiatravel-int.com/customs.htm information about Uzbek holiday and traditions

Step – 2– Test about social customs in USA.(15 min)
Different countries and cultures have different social customs .The way you are expected to behave in particular social situations be quite different in Uzbekistan then, for example , in USA. Imagine that the following social situations take place in USA.

With your partner discuss what you would do say in each situation. Each case four possibilities are given. Tick (v) the most suitable answer(s) remember : there may be more than one suitable way to behave. It is important that you discuss each possibility and decide why it might be acceptable or unacceptable behavior.

1. An American friend of yours has invited you to meet her/his parents to have dinner with them. As a guest, what should you take to your friend’s parents?

a. some fresh bread

b. nothing

c. a small souvenir of Uzbekistan

d. a bottle of Coca-Cola

2. You have arranged to meet your friend in Washington. When you arrive at the airport there is a long queue for tickets. What do you do?

a. join the middle of the queue 

b. join the back of the queue

c. go straight to the front of the queue

d. ask someone near to front to buy you a ticket .

3.You arrive with your friend at her/his parents’ home.  When you are introduced to them what do you say?

a. ”Hi”

b. nothing and shake hands

c. “Nice to meet you, “ and shake hands

d. “How are you ?”

4.Before you enter the living room would you :

a. ask if you should take off your shoes

b. keep your shoes on

c. take off your shoes

d. wait and see what your friend does and do the same 

5.Dinner was delicious and you would love some more. What would you do ?

a. wait until the host offers you some more and say “Yes please”, I’d love some”

b. help your self to more without asking 

c. wait until you are offered more, say “No thanks”, and hope you will be asked again

d. say “Could I have some more please ?” .

Compare your answers with another pair of students. See if you agree on the best ways to behave .If you don’t  discuss your differences.

Step-3 – Comparison differences social behavior in USA and Uzbekistan.(7 min)

Compare your answers with another pair of students. See if you agree on the best ways to behave. If you don’t, discuss your differences.

Questions:

1. In which situations is social behavior in Britain different from that in Uzbekistan?

2. How would you behave in similar situation s in Uzbekistan? 

Step-4- Starting conversations.(8 min)

Being able to introduce yourself confidently and politely in English is very important. You should also know how to use language appropriate to the situation –formal or informal. Look at the examples below

 An informal situation (e.g. at a party):           A formal situation (e.g. at a business conference):

A: Hello. My name’s Aziza.                             A: How do you do? My name’s Aziza Allayeva. 

J: Hello, Aziza. Mine’s John.                            J: How do you do? I’m John Black.

A: Nice to meet you, John.                               A: Pleased to meet you.

J: Nice to meet you too, Aziza                          J: Pleased to meet you too.

 How practise these formal and informal introductions.

   Imagine that you are at a friend’s birthday party. There are several people there you don’t 

   know. Move around the party introducing yourself.        

   Home assignment:   Imagine that it is the coffee break at an international conference. Create a speech introducing youself to delagates.

Lesson 2 – Festivals in Uzbekistan and USA.

Step 1: Picture describing (21min, 7 min for each festival)

Show pupils three pictures of a festival and let them guess what kind of festival it is , ask following questions.

 1.What is the name of the festival? Is it traditional or modern? What are its origins?

 2.How do people celebrate it? What special things do they do? 

 3.What other festivals are celebrated in Uzbekistan? Which is your favorite?

Attention: Use the present simple tense with adverbs of frequency.

 When talking or writing about national festivals we use the present simple tense. This is because festivals are things which people do repeatedly. Look at these examples:

On 14 February people send cards to their sweethearts .

On Christmas people present each other presents.

On Navruz people dance and sing , invite each other for a party. 

`

Step 2 : Interactive part , presentation of the festival(24 min totally, 15min preparation & 9 min presentation)

Divide pupils into three teams and give each of them a poster. Each team should make a presentation on a poster about a festival basing on the information the got from picture describing (divide pictures among groups). After preparation each team will choose a leader that will present the lesson.

Home assignment: Write a letter to your foreign friend describing your favorite festival.

Expected Results: 

This lesson will help students identify various festivals of the native country and USA. New words and definitions will boost vocabulary of the students. Collaborative participation in research will give an idea how to search for information, while using online tools, search engines, translators and forums. In addition, it will dramatically help students to communicate and practice speaking during discussion sessions in class. 

